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Creating a Conference Poster

Use Powerpoint: a single slide, use dimensions from a template we will send you

VERY Helpful web site: http://www.unf.edu/dept/cirt/events/past/hawkins_undergradposter/Hawkins%20poster%20message.html
Basic elements of your poster:

· Title or header across the top

· Authors and author affiliation(s)

· Some sort of Clemson logo

· Standards for using Clemson’s “visual identity” are online, but you can use the paw print, the seal, the tiger and the wordmark or just the wordmark

· Download them all here: http://www.clemson.edu/guidelines/element.html
· 3 columns of text

· Important sections: (all these length estimates are approximations, every study is different!)
· Abstract (less than half a column)

· Background or Introduction (about half a column)

· Method (about half a column)

· Includes procedure and measures

· Results (one column, including tables and charts)

· Use lots of charts and tables and be sure to highlight the most important findings (i.e., put them in bold)

· Discussion (a half a column or less)

· Sometimes include future implications as a separate section, usually just part of the discussion

· References & Acknowledgements (just a bit of space at the end)

· Just list those that you use on the poster (not everything in your paper or what you’ve submitted as an expanded abstract)

· Be sure to use APA style (which you can find online if you don’t own the Style Manual book)
Other Important Notes:

· Check the standards of the particular conference or professional meeting you are creating the poster for to make sure that they don’t have special size requirements or other standards specific to that conference or group.
· Creating a poster is different from simply writing a paper – you have to consider visual elements and essentially make everything look consistent and clean, you want to use space effectively so you might leave out results that are less important, etc.
· Because it’s a poster, you also want to use lots of charts and tables and graphics (when it makes sense of course) – they help you convey lots of information in a visually interesting way.
· Use bullet points! You want to get the main points across, not cram in an overwhelming amount of information – you will be there with your poster, after all! Your goal should be to attract people with the poster so that they engage in discussion with you (though that obviously happens less at solely undergrad conferences, at least as a whole, but that’s still the goal). 

· Do NOT write paragraphs and complete sentences… you are using bullet points!

· Make sure to align everything – you want all of your columns to be roughly the same size and all of your headings to be the same size and all should be centered if you want to center them (i.e., don’t just center one section title/heading). 

· Think about the exercise where you wrote a headline for an article – summarize the information from your study like that. Use your summarizing skills!
· The biggest mistake people make is trying to put too much information on a poster… you will have to cut some stuff, so just make sure you know what the most important points are and get those on the poster.
Other Helpful Links:

· Research Posters 101: http://www.acm.org/crossroads/xrds3-2/posters.html
· University of Buffalo site on creating posters: http://ublib.buffalo.edu/libraries/asl/guides/bio/posters.html
· NC State site on creating posters: http://www.ncsu.edu/project/posters/NewSite/
